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My immediately pr^mng telegram: [Laos]. 

If in the last resort we have to go beyond the present 
warning to the other side set hy the presence of United States 
forces in Thailand and have to face the need for intervention 
in Laos, I should he glad to know Mr. Rusk s views. The aim 
of intervention would presumably be to prevent Laos being ^ 
entirely overrun by the Communists and to maintain the Crovm 
and an independent Laotian Government in being until 
international negotiations could be got going again on <- use 

basis. 


2. In particular I should like to know the latest American^ 
thinking as to whether S.E.A.T.O. Plan 5 (in its up-to-date form) 
is still adequate in American eyes. In view of recent 
developments in Laos and Vietnam, are the Americans considering 
more radical military steps in Laos which would virtually 
partition the country on an Sast/Yest line, and do they consider 
th at any intervention would quickly develop in this direction 

in any case? 


3. You will bear in mind that if there should be any question 
of our taking military action, I shall have to consult my. 
colleagues. You will realize how difficult it would be to come 
out wholeheartedly in favour of support for Phoumi. 
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